Abdominal abscesses complicating peritonitis in continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis patients.
Ten patients with end-stage renal disease maintained on continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis therapy developed abdominal abscesses between 1982 and 1992. During this period, 537 patients cared for in our continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis unit developed 1,345 episodes of peritonitis. All abdominal abscesses were attributed to concomitant or antecedent peritonitis, suggesting that abscesses developed in 0.7% of peritonitis episodes. Abdominal pain, tenderness, fever, and nausea and vomiting were the most common presenting symptoms and signs. Radiographic findings that were helpful in establishing the diagnosis included abnormalities on computed tomography (CT) scanning, ultrasound, and Indium scanning. Seven patients developed intraperitoneal abscesses, two developed abdominal wall abscesses, and one developed both abdominal wall and intraperitoneal abscesses. Drainage of the abscesses was performed in all cases either surgically or percutaneously. Two patients died. The remaining eight patients have been maintained on hemodialysis therapy. The present data suggest that abdominal abscesses are uncommon complications of continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis-associated peritonitis. Prompt diagnosis by clinical criteria and radiographic techniques is important to permit appropriate drainage of the abscess cavity.